»”  Africa
America Latina

— T cp— -

.\n-& \nm—l“

CONFLICTOS
en Africay

Medio Oriente



INDICE

R I ————————"—, 3-5

Los conflictos en Africa y Medio Oriente. Apuntes preliminares ...............ooo.oceeveen.... 7-20
Marta Elena Alvarez Acosia

Viejos y nuevos conflictos en la ecuacidn etnia-Estado-sociedad en el
Africa Subsahariana ... s 21-40
David Gonzdlez Lopez y Clara Pulido Escandell

Nuevas fuentes de conflicto en el Africa austral.
Apuntes para el andlisis del caso sudafricano ...........cccoooooiiiiiiiiiciiiceeeeee e, 41-53
Malcolm Martiatu Franco

Angola: apuntes para el balance de un conflicto ......coooooviniiiiiiiiii 55-70
Maria Elena Alvarez Acosta

La mediacion regional en los conflictos africanos:

Elicaso del ECOMOG 811 LABEIIA covammvimom v o mminss s s tsmmsansnennes 71-84

Clara Pulido Escandell

Argelia: ; Alternativas para una selucidn? ... 85-102
Olga Rufins Machin

El conflicto entre Yemen y Eritrea .....ooocooveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicceeeee e 103-113
Vivian Peraza Martell v Luis Mesa Delmonte

Andlisis de las resoluciones de la ONU sobre Jerusalén, 1980-1990 ......cocovveeen. 115-132
Emilio Arias Castillo

Israel: seguridad nacional, conflicto y polilica .......cceeveiieviieciiccis e, 133-155
Luis Mesa Delmonte

El agua, fuente de conflictos en el Levante ..........ccooveiiiiieoiccieccceecece 157-177
Zelmys M. Dominguez Cortina

El drama de la regién africana de los Grandes Lagos:
orfgenes, causas, protagonistas y perspeCtiVas ....cccoveceveevienieriesiosieiensesueseesneaens 179-206
Mbuyi Kabunda

RESENAS dE TIDIOS ..ttt 207-211

Actividades y visitantes enero-agosto 1996 ...uuiniinaibomssiimmoiiessmms 213-214

Africa América Latina. Cuadernos n? 27/28
Revista Africa y Medio Oriente, vol. 13 n® 1




Conflicts in Africa and the Middle East.
Preliminary Notes

Maria Elena Alvarez Acosta

The article deals with the endogenous and
exogenous factors that have enhanced or ag-
gravated conflicts in both regions. It is subdi-
vided into four stages: the precapitalist; the
capitalist and the colonial drive under that
framework: the Cold War period; and its af-
termath.

With this aim the conflicts, their peculia-
rities and likely resolution are characterized,
illustrating the most significant related
events. Likewise the current circumstances
and prospects for conflict resolution in the
AfroAsian arena are appraised.

Old and new conflicts in the equation
ethnicity-state-society in sub-Saharan
Africa

David Gonzdlez Lopez y Clara Pulido

During the last few years the changes that
have been operated within Sub-Saharan Afri-
ca in all the spheres of society have also im-
pacted interethnic relations in each country
for a variety of reasons. The article sheds
light into the repercussions of political trans-
formations and structural adjustment on the
emergence of new ethnic tensions in the poli-
tical, economical and even the military do-
main.

New sources of conflict in southern Africa.
Notes for the analysis of the South
African case

Malcolm Martiatu Franco

The present essay examines the new cau-
ses of conflicts in southern Africa as a result
of the current regional and international

trends. The author delves into the differences
of what was usually reckoned as conflict ma-
nifestations in the rest of the continent and
why regional security arguments prevailed in
southern Africa over internal sources of dis-
putes due to the vicinity of South Africa.

Farther on, an appraisal is made of the
consequences the remnants of an old national
security strategy and their negative effects
for keeping political and social stability in
the midst of the new regional context. It is
further analyzed how the transformations
within the South African society itself provi-
des enough elements of tension which could
jeopardize the country’s stability from the
rupture of the Government of National Unity
to the debates on local empowerment and the
national question.

Angola: balance of a conflict
Maria Elena Alvarez Acosta

The paper tackles with the features of the
Angolan conflict since 1975. In that sense its
peculiarities are examined taking into ac-
count the internal, regional as well as inter-
national players.

In the domestic realm emphasis is placed
on the actions of the MPLA and Unita during
those years and their alliances with other for-
ces or even countries. In its external projec-
tion. Reference is made to the major foreign
actors which have had an influence over
events in the country, mainly the role of the
United Nations. But greater weight is given
to events during 1991-95.

Regional mediation in African regional
conflicts. The case of ECOMOG in
Liberia

Clara Pulido Escandell

The Liberian war has not only domestic
but also external implications due to the dis-
tinctive features of the distribution of econo-
mical and political power for more than one
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4 Summaries

century. The way in which the United Na-
tions has feigned ignorance of this conflict,
has almost left its solution in the hands of
ECOMOG, «natural» child of Ecowas which
then turned into one of the examples of inter-
ference of an African organization into the
domestic affairs of a member country.

The conflict has also had its echo in the
context of the historical antagonisms betwe-
en French and English-speaking regional go-
vernments. It became a pretext to elucidate
more important affairs for the parties invol-
ved, among them —strategically speaking—
the strength or weakness of ECOWAS and
the leading role of each state within it.

Another peculiarity has been the succes-
sion of agreements that have not put an end
to the crisis and have been constantly viola-
tes by the different factions —an irrefutable
proof that the society still embodies war
germs.

In any global strategy for contlict mana-
gement and resolution, the regional as well
as the subregional actors must play a main
role. Their involvement, together with the
UN and, eventually, a bilateral international
assistance, has become indispensable for the
effectiveness and understanding of their
functions.

Up to the present the ECOMOG has not
succeeded in putting an end to the clashes,
among others due to the lack of resources
and because some countries in the area have
seen in the Liberian case a projection of their
own foreign policy and are more interested
in imposing their option than in resolving the
conflict.

Algeria: Alternatives for a solution?
Olga Rufins Machin

In 1996 the complex internal panorama in
Algeria has been characterized by three basic
elements: the continuity of repression against
armed groups, the overture of the «national
dialogue», and the reinforcement of the eco-

nomic measures commanded by the interna-
tional financial institutions. However, despite
the preliminary results a short-term solution
to the crisis is not foreseen. The persistence
of a number of contradictions makes impos-
sible an optimistic prognosis.

The Yemen-Eritrean conflict

Vivian Peraza Martell y Luis Mesa
Delmonte

This brief essay mainly discusses the
events derived from the outbreak of the war
between Yemen and Eritrea over the control
of the Hanish Islands in December 1995. To-
gether with a synthesis of its historical ante-
cedents and a reflection on the main provi-
sions of the Agreement of Principles signed
on May 1996 to resolve the dispute, attention
is paid to the strategic, economical and poli-
tical elements which could have a bearing on
a future revival of the rivalry.

Analysis of the main UN resolutions on
Jerusalem, 1980-1990

Emilio Arias Castillo

The paper is the second of a series of th-
ree related to the evolution of the historical
and political differendum over Jerusalem,
considering the main events and debates that
have taken place in the UN. The text of the
six resolutions adopted and a table contai-
ning the votes of all the resolutions passed
are also included as a major contribution to
the analysis.

Israel: national security, conflict and
politics
Luis Mesa Delmonte

After referring to the historical concepts
of national security in Israel strategic
thought, this article seeks to examine the
main elements and arguments which have
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manifested particularly since the develop-
ment of the peace process. Special relevance
is granted to the acute contradictions arising
from transcendental events such as Rabin’s
assassination, the operation «Grapes of
Wrath», the violent actions of Islamic oppo-
sition groups, among others, and the particu-
lar effect of the security issue over election
results on May 1996.

It is argued that the stalemate in the nego-
tiations, experienced after Netanyahu took
office, will have to be replaced by a readjus-
ted political strategy. A strategy comprehen-
sive of domestic as well as regional factors
promoting a gradual aggiornamento of Israe-
li strategic thinking.

Water, a source of conflicts in the
Middle East

Zelmys M. Dominguez Cortina

The article reviews the dangerous gap
existing between available sources of fresh
water and human as well as industrial needs
in the Middle East region with particular
emphasis on the West Bank and Gaza. It lists
some of the resulting regional problems and
their conflict potential.

The drama of the region of the Big Lakes:
origins, causes, main actors and
perspectives

Mbuyi Kabunda

The present crisis of the African region of
the Big Lakes, mainly staged by Zaire, Ruan-
da, Burundi and Uganda, which confront th-
rough the banyamulenge rebels and the
Army of Zaire, is born from a series of histo-
rical factors both intermediate and immedia-
te. Among them the exportation of exclusion
practices, the generalisation of the culture of
impunity, the unsolved crisis of the refugees
and the logic of war fed by the indecision of
the international community and the increa-
sing arms (rade in the area. It is a war gene-
rated by the need to survive and to control
the vital space which is becoming more and
more restricted. It is included within the glo-
bal fight of defence or the spreading of areas
of influence between francophony and an-
glophony, via Zaire and Uganda.

The author supports, among other solu-
tions, political and economic changes of
structure such as the democratisation of de-
velopment, the participation of the people
and the creation of a federation or confedera-
tion in the area.
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Los conflictos en Africa y Medio Oriente.
Apuntes preliminares

El fin de la Guerra Fria ain no ha con-
ducido a la paz y la estabilidad que con op-
timismo algunos plantearon como hipétesis
recién desplomado el Muro de Berlin.

Stanley Hoffman, al valorar el mundo
de hoy, acertadamente senala:

«es un periodo en el cual la discrepan-
cia entre la organizacion formal del mundo
en Estados y las realidades del poder, que
no se asemejan a aquellas de ningtin siste-
ma internacional pasado, creardn enormes
contradicciones y dificultades».'

El mundo actual es escenario del avan-
ce hacia soluciones —a corto, mediano y
largo plazos— de antiguos conflictos. Sin
embargo, a pesar de la creciente actividad
internacional para la prevencién, gestiéon y
solucion de los conflictos, se ha evidencia-
do el surgimiento de nuevas disputas y la
continuacion y exacerbacion de antiguos
antagonismos. En la actualidad asistimos a
una nueva etapa de los conflictos en la que
se pone de manifiesto una enorme comple-
jizacién de sus componentes, patrones de
conducta, proyectos de soluciones locales,

Maria Elena Alvarez Acosta

mayor gravitacioén sobre las relaciones in-
ternacionales, y una participacion mds acti-
va de la Organizacion de las Naciones Uni-
das, en la que Estados Unidos —como su-
perpotencia— trata de llevar la delantera.

Los conflictos actuales abarcan nuevos
espacios geogrificos, culturales, geopoliti-
cos y geoestratégicos; y, ya sean violentos
0 no, en la mayoria de los casos las pugnas
mantienen un caricter étnico o religoso; lo
que se evidencia en la utilizacién de esas
lealtades o sentimientos en luchas por el
poder econdmico o politico.

Al mismo tiempo, se incrementan los
denominados «dilemas universales» que,
vistos pragmdticamente, constituyen hoy
conflictos globales latentes que pueden tor-
narse violentos en paises, regiones y conti-
nentes; son los casos de los irredentismos
nacionalistas, las migraciones masivas, la
marginalizacién en las grandes urbes y el
deterioro del medio ambiente.

Paralelamente, paises del Primer Mun-
do —como Estados Unidos o Francia—
han desatado intervenciones o injerencias
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8 Maria Elena Alvarez Acosta

que han llegado a ser armadas en paises y
regiones vitales para sus intereses geoes-
tratégicos. Estas han puesto de manifiesto
las pugnas por el protagonismo mundial, y
se han revertido en actitudes no siempre
homogéneas hacia determinadas problema-
ticas que, en ocasiones, recrudecen las con-
tradicciones internas existentes.

Al analizar los rasgos y particularidades
del mundo de hoy debemos tener en cuenta
que los conflictos ponen en evidencia
«contradicciones en cuya raiz se enlazan
las dimensiones de lo histérico y lo cultu-
ral, de lo econémico y lo politico»*. Preci-
samente, en ¢l andlisis de los conflictos y
sus posibles soluciones se debe tener en
cuenta que:

La historia del hombre ha manifestacdo
una interaccion entre equilibrio y conflic-
to, con una relacion directa entre los com-
ponentes del sistema. Por una parte lo par-
ticular —los pueblos, Estados, naciones y
regiones— y, por la otra lo general —lo
global, lo internacional— que abarca lo
externo.

Cada época histérica, en su marco geo-
estadial, genera contradicciones, muchas
de las cuales se manifiestan como conflic-
tos violentos o no violentos. A través del
tiempo los conflictos eliminan o mantienen
como constantes las causas que los gene-
ran.

|

El desarrollo desigual y las diferencias
entre paises, regiones y continentes han si-
do una constante en la evolucién socioeco-
némica y politica de la sociedad. Al res-
pecto, Peter Anyang Nyong'o sefiala que:
«Las caracteristicas de muchas civilizacio-

nes y regiones de la tierra son un desarrollo
desigual y accidentado a lo largo de las di-
versas épocas»’. Las regiones de Africa y
Medio Oriente no son una excepcion.

En la etapa precapitalista, algunas re-
giones de Africa y Medio Oriente presenta-
ban niveles técnicos y de desarrollo supe-
riores a otras zonas geogréficas, como Eu-
ropa. Sin embargo, los desniveles entre sus
pueblos eran marcados; ejemplo de ello lo
fueron las diferencias entre Egipto y las
zonas de Arabia, Cirenaica y Tripolitania
en Libia, asi como entre los denominados
imperios sudaneses y las zonas costeras y
boscosas de Africa Occidental.

En ese escenario las fricciones, que po-
dian llegar a convertirse en conflictos vio-
lentos, abarcaban un amplio abanico de
causas y manifestaciones dentro de las rea-
lidades de las sociedades —entre grupos,
pueblos o Estados— por la supremacfa po-
litica, la expansién econdémica, el control
comercial o territorial, asi como subleva-
ciones de un pueblo contra la dominacién
de otro, disputas religiosas, migraciones
forzadas, etcétera.

Las situaciones conflictivas se dirimian
entre los diversos grupos humanos dadas
las diferencias de sus necesidades socioe-
condmicas y politicas —de sociedades en
transito de la comunidad primitiva a for-
mulas mas avanzadas— propias del siste-
ma tributario, y de los variados estadios y
niveles de descomposicion en las més atra-
sadas en un mismo contexto geoestadial, y
en medio de constantes y numerosos movi-
mientos migratorios y de pugnas entre los
grupos némadas y los sedentarios. Podria-
mos mencionar un sinnimero de sucesos y
acontecimientos histdricos; pero entre los
mads significativos se encuentran: en el Me-
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