
Dear Ramón Gonzalo, 

We are writing from the Palestinian Federation of Unions of University Professors and 
Employees (PFUUPE) and the Palestinian BDS National Committee (BNC), the largest coalition 
in Palestinian civil society to thank you for allowing the course on Israeli apartheid and the 
criminalization of solidarity with the Palestinian human rights struggle to take place.  

We have learnt from supporters in the Spanish state that you have been facing entirely 
unjustifiable attacks and smear campaigns over this course, “Apartheid en Palestina y la 
criminalización de la solidaridad”, which was jointly organized  by your University and the 
solidarity group Sodepaz .  

We applaud you for your principled decision to defend academic freedom at the Public 
University of Navarra in the face of attempts of repression and for standing on the right side of 
history despite the bullying and intimidation tactics to silence the advocacy of Palestinian rights 
under international law. 

You have taken two steps that are, unfortunately, somewhat rare for heads of Universities. First, 
you listened to those organizing the course. Second, you stood strong in your decision and 
weren’t intimidated by relentless attacks.  

We can’t tell how inspiring this form of solidarity is for Palestinian families living under Israel’s 
military occupation, siege and apartheid; for those facing pending demolition orders on their 
homes, or suffering behind walls, locked gates and fences separating them from their land, with 
loved ones, including children; for our political prisoners; and for half of our people in forced 
exile, some having never been allowed to enter their historic homeland. 

We know the course, which included insightful presentations, was successful in nourishing 
respectful and informative debate. We are happy that two of the panelists are with the BNC..  

We also know this is the sixth course that has taken place and are glad to know that the Public 
University of Navarra guarantees this space to talk about rights of oppressed communities 
globally, including Palestinians.  

Please know that you are not alone. Trade unions, mass movements, academic associations 
and other civil society entities representing tens of millions around the world have advocated for 
Palestinian rights and defended our right to pursue the nonviolent tactics of BDS to achieve 
those rights.  We stand with you and support you in any way you deem useful. We will not forget 
your gesture of international solidarity. 
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